Spending 
cuts 
begin 

io bite 


CONCERN about pub- 
lic spending cuts and 
the resulting hardship 
caused to handicapped 
people is growing day 


by day. 
Questions are being 
asked in the House of 


Commons and_ organisa- 
tions- representing handi- 
capped people are 
expressing their views in 
no uncertain terms. 

‘Short - term economies 
made in an atmosphere of 
crisis may lead to funda- 
mentally bad decisions,’ 
warns the Personal Social 
Services Council, the 
advisory body to govern- 
ment on personal social 
Services. The Central 
Council for Education and 
Training in Social Work is 
worried. in» case- local 
authorities ‘think — short- 
term’ and: try to save on 
training provision. 

‘Voluntary organisations 
are not and cannot realis- 
tically be seen as an alter- 
native welfare state 
Waiting in the wings, 
comments Nicholas Hinton 
of the National Council of 
Social Service. 

it is the National Councii’s 
Information Sheet on the Cuts 
in Public Expenditure which 
The Spastics Society is using 
as background material to be 
made available to its affiliated 
local groups throughout the 
country. The senior regional 
officers are responsible for 
distributing copies ef this 
invaluable briefing paper 
which explains in full detail 
just how the public expendi- 
ture system is allocated. 


Continued on Page 12 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


CAROLINE, the surviving premature twin, comes 


home after spending the first two months of her 
life in intensive care at the John Radcliffe Hospital 
in Oxford. Twin brother Stewart was one of the 
1,000 babies a year who die because a special 
care cot cannot be found in time. 

Caroline’s mother, Mrs Elmer says, ‘We 
agreed to help The Spastics Society in its “Save a 
Baby” campaign because I would not like other 
people to suffer because there are not enough 
facilities for premature babies.’ 
® The national tragedy of 40,000 baby casualties 
each year, born either dead or handicapped, was 
highlighted in the BBC 2 ‘Man Alive’ documentary, 
‘Will the Baby be Alright? shown on Tuesday, 


October 23. 


® ALL the Queen’s horses at Buckingham Palac 
farrier Keith Knight, and here Cadogan gets a ne 
by Anna Lind, eight, and Teresa Grace, seven, 
the National Spastics Gymkhana, held in 
mission of Her Majesty. Gymkhana repo 


laking new friends at the Palace 


mets sh 


e come under the hands of 
w pair of shoes watched 
the youngest competitors at 
the Royal Riding School by per- 
rt and another picture on Page 3. | 


ONE thousand British babies are dying unneces- 
sarily every year and many others are surviving 
to be handicapped for life because of the Govern- 


ment’s failure to provide enough intensive care 
facilities for very. sick and very small babies. 
These tragic facts are revealed in a Spastics 
Society report, ‘No Room at the Inn,’ which 


has been sent to Mr Patrick Jenkin, Secretary of 
State for Social Services. 


If the necessary 305 
additional intensive 
care baby cots were to 
be made available as a 
matter of top priority, 
there could be 
immense saving to the 
community purse be- 
cause of the high cost 
of caring for the handi- 
capped. 

The report accuses suc- 
cessive Governments and 
Health Authorities of 
‘lamentably slow’ progress 
in improying neonatal pro- 
yision, and it points to a 
massive underestimate of 
need by the Department of 
Health. The Department’s 
estimate of 220 cots — less 
than half The Spastics 
Society’s estimate — is 
based on out of date know- 
ledge. In a region-by-region 
inquiry, the report shows 
acute shortages in the West 
Midlands, Trent, Wessex, 
Yorkshire and NE Thames. 
In England overall, there 
are at present only 175 cots 
against a requirement of 
480. 


The report also states 


that The Spastics Society 


has produced considerable 
evidence that intensive care 
could prevent — cerebral 
palsy (spasticity). A follow- 
up study on 165 to 170 
babies weighing less than 
1,500 grams who were ad- 
mitted to Hammersmith 


Society s 
calendar 


for 1980 


TWELVE charming 
child studies, one for 
every month of the vear, 
are featured in the 1980 
calendar of photo- 
graphic portraits of 
children from Spastics 
Society schools and 
centres, 

The price is £2.39, 
including postage and 
packing, and the calen- 
dar is obtainable from 
Ridgeway Publications, 
the new name four Spas- 
tics Cards. The actdress 
is still the same as 
before: The Ridgeway, 
Iver, Bucks. 


Hospital between 1961 and 
1970 showed that the inci- 
dence of cerebral palsy fell 
from 10.3 per cent between 
1961 and 1964 to nil in the 
period 1965 to 1970. 


The secretary of State 
called for the report after 
The Spastics Society re- 
vealed the case of prema- 
ture twin, Caroline Elmer, 
who was finally admitted 
to an intensive care baby 
unit after being turned 
away from eight hospitals. 

Caroline Elmer, now 
three months old, weighs 
541b and is home with her 
parents — thanks to the ex- 
pert attention received 
round the clock at the John 


Continued on Page 12 


Naidex 


NAIDEX has by now 
well and truly estab- 
lished for itself a perma- 
nent place in the social 
services calendar. Its 
popularity and value in 
the marketing of aids for 
the disabled is readily 
shown by the speedy 
sell-out of exhibition 
stands for Naidex ’79, 
which promises to be 
bigger and better than 
ever. 

The theme of this year’s 
conference is ‘Disabled 
People and their place in 
the Community.’ 

This year Naidex returns 
to London and will be held 
at the Wembley Couference 
Centre, Empire Way, 
Wembley, between Novyem- 
ber 21-23. The opening 
ceremony will be performed 
at 11 am by tie Duke 
of Edinburgh whe will 
make an extensive tour of 
the exhibition hall where 
The Spastics Society and 
Newton Aids Lid — have 
stands, : 

British Rail is offering 
concessionary rates of 
travel between London and 
any part of the Uniied 
Kingdom for delegates, 
exhibitors and visitors to 
Naidex °79 and anyone 
wanting to take advantage 
of the reductions should 
contact Naidex Conventions 
Lid, Temple House, 36 High 
Street, Sevenoaks, Keni 
TN13, 1JG, or RADAR, 25 
Mortimer Street, London 
WIN 8AB. There are also 
cut-price hotel rates; details 
also available from Naidex 
Cenyentions and RADAR. 


AVON 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self- 
propelling. : 

Tut angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 
any leg length. : 

The tong list of accessories fits the chair to the child - 


including velcro-attached 


side panels and shoulder 


wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


Write for full details to: 


Newton Aids lid, 
Dept N31/SN oe 
Freepost (no stamp required) 


Salisbury SBI 2YZ 
Telephone 0722/20441 
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ABOVE: Mr Dick Thatcher, one of the new hostel’s 
residents, with Mr and Mrs William Burn. Mr Burn 
is a former Chairman of The Spastics Society and also 
former Chairman of the Croydon Society. Though they 
have now moved out of the district Mr and Mrs Burn 
retain close links with the group. Below: Miss Ruth Gar- 
wood unveils a plaque in memory of her sister. Looking 
on, left to right are, Mr D. Stone, Chairman of the hostel 
committee, Mr D. Funge Smith, Chairman of the Croy- 
don Society, and Mr Derek Lancaster-Gaye. The Spastics 
Seciety’s Director of Resources. 


Society founder 
remembered at 
Croydon hostel 


A VISION became reality 
when the Bishop of Croy- 
don blessed a set of keys 
to open the front door of 
the Jean Garwood House 
at Croydon. 

The occasion was the 
official opening at the end 
of September of the new 
residential hostel of the 
Croydon, Sutton and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, at 
which the Mayors of both 
Croydon and Sutton also 
took part as joint presi- 
dents of the group. 

Named in memory of the 
late Jean Garwood, a 
founder member of The 
Spastics Society and chair- 
man of the Croydon Society 
until her untimely death, 
the hostel will accommo- 
date 11 permanent and one 
short stay residents. 

The hostel is built 
door to the Society’s 


next 
adult 


work centre at Bramley Hill, 


Get the best 

out of your 

Motability 

allowance and 

order your Ford 

Fiesta or Escort 

Popular from Perrys 

of Southend — part 

of the World’s largest Ford Dealer Group. 
Perrys can quickly supply the Design Council 


in the U.K. 

(Excluding 
Northern Irelan 
and the Channel 


Islands) 


Award winner — the Fiesta with its economic 950 cc 


low compression engine or the Disabled Drivers Escort 


Popular with automatic transmission as standard. 


Benefit from our experience — Perrys were selected to supply some 


of the first Ford cars issued under the Motability scheme. 


PLUS FREE PERRY ‘SUPERPACK’ 


* Free Manual Trim Radio 

* Free Passenger Door Mirror 

* Free Rubber Floor Mats 

Please contact GARY MORELL your 
Motability specialist for further details 


including any special requirements you 
may have. 


eSDEeE 


Essex. 


Motor _ 
Agents Association 


189 London Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet 
Tel: 0702 554122 


SN Nov 


South Croydon. The project, 
long nurtured by Miss Gar- 
wood, was brought to fiu'tion 
after her death by the «nre- 
mitting hard work of the 
members of the group, who 
were able to buy the house 
next door to the centre when 
it came up for sale. 

With the unstinting help of 
The Spastics Society, the hos- 
te] was designed and built. It 


opened for occupation in 
January this year. 
Already, under the expert 


guidance of the wardens Mr 
and Mrs C. Evans, a happy 
community atmosphere has 
developed at the hostel, and 
the anxieties of some of the 
elderly parents of spastics have 
been lessened with the possi- 
bility of a real home for their 
child when they can no longer 


cope. JOHN EVE 


THE new hostel is officially open, and framed in the 


doorway are, the Mayor of Croydon, Councillor C, 
Bowness; the hostel’s warden, Mr C. Evans; Mrs Evans, 


and the Mayor of Sutton, Councillor H. Trevor. 


WINDOW. 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 
Mobile exhibition to 
help save babies 


ON November 15 a cam- 


paign to highlight the 
need for good antenatal 
care and a better public 
health education is to be 
launched with a reception 
at Cardiff City Hall. 
Outside the main cntrance to 
the hall will be a large, mobile 
exhibition which is to be 
staffed by midwives and health 
Visitors from South Glamorgan 
area health authority and by 
members of ‘The  Spastics 
Society’s own regional staff. 
The caravan is «a “nini’ 
version of the very successful 


Our regional 
conference 


THE Wales regional confer- 
ence will be held on Saturday. 
November .17, .at the Park 
Hotel, Park Place, Cardii¥: The 
conference theme js ‘Care 
before Birth” More informa- 
tion from the Regional Office 
of the Society at 45 Park Place, 
Cardiff. 


Young helpers 


ONCE again young Alison and 
Ruth Taylor-Williams have 
organised a fund-raising event 
on behalf of the Monmouth- 
shire Spastics Society. This 
time the girls put on a show 
in the garage of the Vaylor- 
Williams home and raised £9. 


exhibition train which fourcd 
the country last year as part 
of the Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign. 

The exhibition will press 
home the need for good and 
early antenatal care, and there 
will be advice on health 
education, and the need io be 
vaccinated against German 
measles. 

The mobile exhibition will 
remain outside the City Hall, 
Cardiff, until Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 20. It will then go on to 
tour schools in the Cardiff 
area before moving on to 
King Square, Barry, and later 
to health centres and other 
schools in Cardiff. 


Societys 
medical 
seminar 


A  SPASTICS — Society-spon- 
sored medical seminar on ‘Care 
Before Birth’ will be held at 
the Welsh National School of 
Medicine on November 16. A 
similar seminar last year on 
the theme ‘Foetal Care’ raised 
considerable interest and there 
is no doubt that with such 
eminent speakers as Sir Doug- 
las Black, -president of the 
Royal College of Pkysicians 
of London, Mr Arthur Wynn, 
ngied international statistician, 
Professor Gray of the Depart. 
ment of Child Health, Profes- 
sor Bryan Hibbard and Mr Jim 
Pearson of. the Obstetrics 
Department, this will be a sue- 
eessful meeting with far 
reaching implications. 

The seminar wil! be epened 
by our president, Lord Parry. 
and will also be addressed by 
the Director of Phe Spasties 
Society, Mr James Loring. 


TOP QUALITY PENS 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces 


£3-45 


STANDARD CHARGE 
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* 
* 
* 


Minimum order for pens 200 


DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
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PER 100 PENS 
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| 
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| 


(VAT PAID) 


POST & PACKING 
80 PENCE 


Sale or return—full refund on pens returned 
Samples 2 x 10p stamps—please try before you buy 


Supplied to the UK only 


ABBEY WHOLESALE 


974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VALE, 
STOKE-on-TRENT, ST4 5NX 


BET) 


LTD 


SUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our B 
Tailored Seat Covers Senin AO Oean 


quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 


covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Fel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


are unique in their 


te) a 


4 ; ‘National 
Gymkhana 


TOYJOY, the Interna- 
tional Year of the Child 


scheme started jointly 
by the Toy Libraries 
Association and The 
Spastics Society, is now 
operative in Grimsby. 
. On November 17, the 
Mayor of Grimsby will be 
present at the smart new 
toy library premises re- 
cently opened by the South 


Humberside Spastics 


Society. Hell be accepting 
gifts of unwanted toys fol- 
lowing appeals yia press, 
radio and local schools, and 
if the success of the recent 


TOYJOY appeals in Ply- 
mouth and Croydon are 
anything to go by, then 
South Humberside’s handi- 
capped children haye a lot 
to took forward to. 


Not only did the tre- 
mendous response by the 
public in Plymouth and 
Croydon result in a mag- 
nificent collection of large 
items of play equipment, it 
also produced additional 
funds through the sale of 
less suitable toys. 


’ 


to chi 


 TOYJOY spreads happiness 


ren 

The new shop _ premises 
leased to the South WHumber- 
side Spastics Society provide 
an attractive display room for 
the toy library itself, while a 
friendiy meeting room upstairs 
is ideal for discussion groups 
such as the present workshops 
currently being run by the 
educational psychologist from 
the local child guidance clinic. 

Fitting out the premises was 
done with the help of an urban 
aid grant, with the Regional 
Co-ordinating Council donat- 
ing £2,000, and £1,090 coming 
from the South Humberside 


Spastics Society itself. 

A lively local branch of 
Remap has been responsible 
for making electronic toys, and 
a good working relatioaship 
with government’s Compprnity 
Industry scheme fer young 
people has resuited in the 
making a prone board 
adjustable table. 

The person principally res- 
ponsible for the toy library is 
Mrs Edna Coulbeck, who is 
experimenting with opening 
times, an imporiant factor in 
an area where shift’ work ts 
common. 

None of the helpers in the 
toy library are paid and even- 
ing volunteers include staff 
from the ATC as well as :om- 
mitice members. 


at the 
Palace 


ONE of the _ greatest 
triumphs enjoyed by a team 
taking part in the Nationai 
Spastics Gymkhana was 
achieved before they even 
got to the Royal Riding 
School in Buckingham 
Palace where it was held. 

It was the Isle of Wight 
team’s first ever entry into the 
event and they made the hour- 
long crossing from the island 
without a single case of sea- 
sickness despite high winds and 
high seas. The crossing was 
so rough that some of the 
party were spiashed by the 
waves. : 

None of the children had 
ever competed off the island 
before and one of their star 
riders proved to be 1i-year-old 
Tina Snow. Tina goes to an 
ordinary school on the island 
with her twin sister Karen, 
despite the fact that she is nof 
only spastic but blind as well. 


Mr Alec Trumble, president of 


the Island Group of the Rid- 


ing for the Disabled Associa- 
‘Very 


tion, describes her as 
much a natural rider.” She had 
never taken part in a dessage 
competition before but rode 
very well. Instead of 
led she depends on 
yoices to guide her 
rides. Said Tina: 
‘V’yve never been thrown off 


being 
people’s - 
as she 


yet, and I've been riding since 
I was eight, but the girth 
slipped once and [I fell off. I 
never feel nervous riding, 
though — I find it exciting — 
I hope my headmaster will let 
me come again next year’ 


The gymkhana, organised by 


Mr A. T. §. Edwards, the 
Society’s Pliysical Education 
Adviser, featured a numbcr of 
firsts this year, including 
dressage and jumping. 
Seventy-two riders competed 


and first off was the dressage 
event. Peter Felgate, of the 
Bradbourne Riding and Train- 
ing Centre at Sevenoaks, Kent, 
whose horses and staff ensured 
the suceess of the gymkhana, 
said: ‘We are tryiag to upgrade 
the standard and dressage is 


ee 


Just published! 


ORDER FORM 


Tel: (0223) 66733 


postage and packing. 


postage and packing. 


Directory { 
for the Disable 


A Handbook of Information and Opportunities 
for Disabled and Handicapped People 


Compiled by Ann Darnbrough and Derek Kinrade 
: Published by Woodhead-Faulkner in association with RADAR 
£3.60 paperback £8.25 hardback 


DIRECTORY FOR THE DISABLED is now established as 
the major work of reference for disabled people and those 
who care for them. The second edition has been completely 
updated and expanded to include new information on 
subjects ranging from state benefits and allowances, 
specialist equipment, education and employment to leisure, 
motoring and holidays. The directory gives in each case 
names and addresses of suppliers and a description of the 


service or product concerned. 
—a eno eee ee ee ee ee 


To: Woodhead-Faulkner Limited 
8 Market-Passage CAMBRIDGE CB2 3PF 


Please send me...+..copy/copies of DIRECTORY FOR 
THE DISABLED paperback @ £3,60 per copy plus 40p 


Please send me......copy/copies of DIRECTORY FOR 
THE DISABLED hardback @ £8.25 per copy plus 60p 


l enclose a cheque/PO for.scseee 


® A BEAMING Pat Put- 
land receives the Pettitt 
Cup for individual dress- 
age from Lt-Col R. Webbe, 
Director of the Riding for 
the Disabled Association. 


very popular — people know 
that Princess Anne does it, 
and the event here is exactly 
the same as those at horse trials 
up and down the country. 

Mr Edwards said: “the stan- 
dard gets higiter every year 
and so does the interest in the 
gymkhana. Peter Felgate and 
I see the riders in action 
around the couniry so we know 
if they are. good craugh to 
come, Each team is allowed 
two riders who have to be Ied 
but they must have two who 
can ride free, which is difficult 
for some teams.’ 

Nowhere else in the world 
is there a gymkhana for spas- 
tics and its popularity brings 
teams from all over the 
country. Not only are they 
able to ride competitively, but 
in between events there is the 
chance to look round the \fews 
and the stables, and make 
friends with some of the 
Queen’s horses, patting on the 
nose the majestic animals they 
see taking part in grind State 
occasions. 

The prizes were presented 
by Lucinda Prior-Paimer, the 
famous British rider, and Lt- 


Col R. Webbe. Cobbes 
Meadow took home both the 
Petitt Cup for individual 


dressage and the Monzani Rose 


“Bowl for the best turned-out 


team, while the South Bucks 
team won both the Orange 
Plaque for jumping and the 
Roy Monzani Cup for the 
team prize. Only a_ single 
point separated the three top 
teams; South Bucks scoring 51, 
Cleveland Spastics Scciety B 
team 50, Strang Riding Centre 
49, Pendower Hall, Newcastle, 
42, Lord Mayor Treloar School 
38, Cobbes Meadow Group 33, 
Isle of Wight Group 29, 
Valence Special School, Wes- 
terham, 28, Cleveland Spastics 
Society A team 25, Thomas 
DelaRue School 24, and 
Abbotislea Riders, Brisiol, 23. 


Army boys 
win funds 
haitle 


ARMY apprentices at the 
Royal Army Ordnance 
College at Deepcut, near 
Camberley, have again 
broken their record tor a 
one day collection ia aid 
of the White Lodge Centre 
for spastic children. 

This year they raised 
over £2,000 in four hours 
bringing their total contri-- 
butions over the past few 
years to around £10,660. 

Not only do these young 
men collect much needed 
cash but they have assisted 
in many Spastics Society 
schools throughout the 
couniry. 


plus © 


PRESENT at the launching of the new home physio- 
therapy service were Mr A. R. Tapster, The Spastics 
Society’s Regional Social Worker for the North of 
England, and in the front row, left to right, Physio- 
therapist Mrs Cornelius, Mrs S. M. Jones, Chairman, 
Durham County Spastics Society and Mrs A. Todd, 
Chairman, Durham Area Health Committee. . 


Home therapy scheme 


DURHAM County Spas- 
tics Society and Durham 
Area Health Authority 
have joined forces to 
provide a community 
physiotherapist for spastic 
children in the catchment 
area of Dryburn Hospital. 
A substantial grant is 
being provided by Durham 
County Spastics Society to 
cover a_two-vear trial 
period, and the service 
will be closely monitored 
by representatives from 
both sides. If the scheme 
is successful, it is anticipa- 
ted that Durham AHA will 
accept full financial res- 


are 


ponsibility for the service 
at the end of two years. 

The service is intended 
primarily to provide physio-= 
therapy in the homes of pre- 
school cerebral palsied child- 
ren, aS it is realised children 
are more relaxed in their own 
home, and therefore more 
receptive to treatment. Parents 
also better able to 
assimilate instruction at home. 
Other advantages of the 
scheme are that difficulties of 
transportation to hospital are 
eliminated, less time wasted, 
and the physiotherapist’s time 
more profitably used. Where 
necessary, however, the 
physiotherapist will visit cer- 
tain schools, day nurseries and 
hospital units. 


THE NATIONAL AIDS 
FOR THE DISABLED 
EXHIBITION & 
CONFERENCE 


Sponsored by Radar & Macmillan Journals Ltd 


THE EXHIBITION WILL 
FEATURE THE VERY 
LATEST IN EQUIPMENT 

_ FORTHE DISABLED 
FROM MORE THAN 150 
MANUFACTURERS. 


The Conference, (theme Disabled People and their 
Place in the Community), will be of particular interest 
to General Practitioners, Occupational Therapists, 
Physiotherapists, Social Workers, and Community 
Health Councils, and will invite discussions on 
technology, The International Year of the Child, 
The Elderly Disabled and The Role of the Volunteers 
in Rehabilitation. 


TRAVEL TO NAIDEX ’79 INCOMFORT 
WITH A REDUCED RATE BRITISH 
RAIL TICKET. 


Exhibition details from 
Naidex Conventions Limited, 
‘TEMPLE HOUSE, 36 HIGH STREET, , 
SEVENOAKS, KENT TN13 1JG. TEL. 0732 595334 


Conference Programme.and 
Registration Forms 
now available from 
"THE CONFERENCE OFFICER (EB), RADAR, 
25 MORTIMER STREET, LONDON WAN 8AB. 
TEL, 01-637 5400 


THE WEMBLEY 
CONFERENCE 


ENGLAND. 
21st. 22nd Zara 
NOVEMBER, 


CENTRE, 
LONDON, 


1979 
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Changes on the 
way—by request 


THE return to a weekly 
Pool, a maximum first divi- 
dend of £10,000, and more 
cash winners. Just three 
of the proposals made by 
the majority of the 1,500 
Spastics Pool collectors 
who took part in a recent 
survey. The results are 
similar to the opinions 
expresed by members, and 
this overwhelming support 
for change, has prompted a 
review of the dividend 


structure, additional 
competitions and all bene- 
fits related to membership 
of the Spastics Pool. 

From Saturday, Novem- 
ber 24, 1979, there will be 
a total of seven dividends, 


MR CHARLES Griffiths, vocal trio, ‘The Supremes,’ 
of Warrington, receiving a at the Golden Garter, 
first dividend Spastics Pool Wythenshawe. Charles, a 
cheque for £3,571 from  toolmaker, says he will 
Mary Wilson, lead singer of | invest the money for his 
the most successful all girl _ retirement. 


SS 


Picture left: 

GORDON Crowther, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the 
Percy Hedley Centre, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, his wife 
Monica and son Keith were 
on holiday at nearby Wes- 
ton-Super-Mare, when they 
decided to ‘pop in’ to West- 
morland House, the head- 
quarters of the Spastics 
Pool in Bristol, to see at 
first hand how the Pool 
operates. In the picture, 
Colin Dickson, left, mana- 
ger of the Computer Suite, 
can be seen explaining the 
computer system to Gor- 
don and his family, with 
Deborah Howard of the 
Marketing Department 
looking on. 


Specialist manufacturers 
of purpose made... 


@ GRAB RAILS 

@ GRAB 
HANDLES 
etc. for the 
aged and 
the infirm 


For 
Hospital Sanitary 
and Bathroom 
Fittings — Consult 


RYDERS 


(Lancashire) LIMITED 


Victoria Works, Nelson Street, Bolton BL3 2DW 
Telephone BOL 382017-8-9 


five based on aggregate 
scores and two on home 
scores. The first dividend 
will be £16,000. The new 
Pool will produce more 
cash winners every week. 
Fixed odds will continue as 
before, giving members 
even more opportunities of 
winning a cash prize. 

Supporters of the Pool 
will receive the current 
Ninetree Gifts catalogue, 
with an exclusive £2 
voucher every three years, 
for each membership card 
held. Accident insur - 
ance, holiday/travel and 
photographic services, to- 
gether with special offers, 
will continue. 

Over £26,000 each week 
will be donated to The 
Spastics Society and other 
registered _ charitable 
organisations. Since August 
1957, the Pool has raised 
over £374 million to aid 
the less fortunate. 

Of the collectors who 
participated in the survey, 
80 per cent preferred a 
weekly Pool, 78 per cent 
suggested a maximum 
£16,000 first dividend, and 
80 per cent would like to 
see more winners of smaller 
amounts. 


COOKING 


For those with hand disabilities, 
many gas cookers can be fitted with 
special handles and controls. And 
remember, gas cookers need no matches 
to light them, because they have 


automatic ignition. 


If you are confined to a wheelchair, 
you may find either a cooker with a 
waist-level grill or a built-in cooker 


helpful. 


For those with failing sight or 
blindness, special braille thermostats 
are available for most gas cookers, 
together with braille cooking charts, 


GAS FIRES 


Many gas fires are available with 
easily accessible top controls, to save 
bending, and most fires light 
automatically when turned on. 

And for those people with hand 
disabilities, a special tap a 
be fitted to a number of fires, 
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The lost potential 


we cannot afford — 


BRITAIN cannot afford the lost potential created by un- 
necessarily high perinatal mortality rates, nor, from a 
humanitarian point of view, should mothers and their 
damaged children be forced to bear the heartache and 


frustrations caused by permanent disability. 


Speaking at the annual 
meeting of the Scottish 
Council for Spastics in 
Edinburgh on October 16, 
the chairman, Mr George 
Pollock, an internationally- 
known orthopaedic  sur- 
geon, said the government 
must be forced to provide 
through the National 
Health Service the sophisti- 


to 3.7 per cent,’ said Mr 


Pollock. 

Mr Pollock envisaged the 
Council’s policy as cvoltving 
from a purely diagnostic and 
therapeutic role with widening 
interests in training schemes 
for adolescents and young 
adults, to one in which greater 
emphasis was placed on 
research into prevention as 
well as in the development of 
more sophisticated methods of 


2p yours: 


cated methods of care for 
mothers at risk and for 
their threatened babies. 

In Denmark and Sweden, 
reductions in the incidence 
of cerebral palsy from 2.24 
to 1.34 per 1,000 births had 
been reported and in Edin- 
burgh Dr Keith Brown had 
- also noted a similar 40 per 


training and treatment. 


Interested — 
in sport? 


A CEREBRAL Palsied Sporis 
Association has been formed 
for people who take part in 
athletics, canoeing, saiting, rid- 


Cul oe ees ing, indoor meets, Scrabble, 
There Weer See ae wheelchair basket-ball, wheel- 
for believing that these | chair hockey, wheelehair 


figures and the incidence of 
handicap could be reduced 
still further, it being in the 
perinatal and _ post-natal 
periods that the greatest 
success in prevention might 
be expected. 


lacrosse, archery, rifle-shooting, 
weight - lifting, swimining, 
ground hand-ball or anv other 
activity through the Physical 
Education Department of The 
Spastics Society. 

Individual membership 
would be £1.50 per annum, 


mother at risk, for would 


ererr idote which members 
prompt emergency cate in receive a badge and rezular 
up-to-date well staifed hospitals bulletins of events, and news 
and clinics should be avail- of improvements of event 
able day or night and on standards or rules. 


demand by telephone. If you are interested, get in 


Specialised surgical skill, with touch with Mr A. T. S. 
every modern provision for Edwards, Physical Uducation 
resuscitation, are mandatory. Adviser, The Spastics Society, 
It was with facilities such as Physical Education Depart- 
these that in six years in Paris, ment, 8 Starvecrow Close, 


y Jabour 
was reduced from 9.5 per cent 


the incidence of early Tonbridge, Kent. Telephone 


Tonbridge (0732) 252877. 


If to th 
»you need” 


British Gas offers a wide range of help to those who 


need it most-elderly and disabled people. 


If you have a disability—or have friends or 


rclatives in need of help, here are some of the ways in 
which we can make life easier for you. 


controls and room thermostats help to 
save gas and keep running costs down. 


PRE-PAYMENT GAS METERS 


Meters can be re-positioned at a 
convenient height for disabled people, 
and special extended handles are 
available. 


HOW TO HELP YOURSELF 


_ Goto your local gas showroom. 
If you cannot go, contact the Home Service 
Adviser of your Gas Region, who will be 
happy to call on you at home and provide 
advice free of charge. (You'll find the 
address and telephone number in your 
local telephone directory under GAS). 


MORE HELP 


For information about other ways in 2 
which we can help-with safety and 
economy hints, for example, or witha 


daptor may ieee? 
choice of ways in which you can spread 


CENTRAL HEATI the cost of your gas more evenly throu gh- % 

NG out the year-contact your local 4 

Gas central heating needs very little Showroom. , 

attention and can be set to your own ; 
particular pattern of living. Time sis 


BRITISHGAS 
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hairman’s 
appeal to 


councils on 
cash cuts 


THE Spastics Society is becoming increasingly 
alarmed by reports of the ways in which the 
disabled will be affected by cuts in public spend- 
ing, said Chairman Mr Dorrien Belson, in his 
speech at the Society's AGM. He appealed to 
every local authority in the country to make the 
| needs of the disabled one of their priorities when 
_ reviewing their spending cuts. 


The uncertainty 
about local authority 
services for the handi- 
capped in view of the 
Government’s commit- 
ment to cut public 
spending was a “great 
cause for concern,” said 
Mr Belson. 


He went on: ‘Mr Reg 
Prentice, the Minister for 
the Disabled, made it clear 
thai while he expects local 
authorities to give priority 
to those most in need, he 
-could not guarantee that 
disabled people would not 
be affected, though he 
hoped that the effect would 
be minimal. However, we 
are becoming increasingly 
alarmed by reports coming 
in of various ways in which 
the disabled will indeed be 
affected, including closures 
of special schools and day 
centres, and cutbacks in 
special vehicles for tran- 
sport the disabled.’ 


Another great concern 
for the Society was infla- 
tion, and Mr Belson said: 
‘Each one of us here must 
be only too well aware of its 
effect on our lives. For the 
Society, with its many deep 
commitments throughout 
the country, it has meant 
that we have been obliged 
to make some cuts in 
expenditure. 

‘As just one example, from 
next year onwards it is highly 
unlikely that we shall engage 
in any form of capital develop- 
ment unless we go out into the 
marketplace via a capital 
appeal and raise money for .t 
specific project. Similarly, for 
the first time in our history, 
we have been unable to make 
provision in our budget for a 
sum of money to be set aside 
to help groups develop their 
services locally, and to aid 
them in times of crisis. This 
is just no longer possible. We 
deeply regret this, particularly 


after the splendid way in 
which so many of them have 
supported our “Save a Baby’ 
campaign. Here I would 
remind you that regional 
funds, with improved levels of 
fund-raising, have to some 
extent taken over the role of 
the Society in providing finan- 


Continued on Page 8 


MR George Pollock, inter- 
nationally-known surgeon 
and Chairman of the Scot- 
tish Council for Spastics, 
spoke of the close bond 
between the Council and 
The Spastics Society when 
he addressed the Society’s 
AGM. 

He traced the growth of the 
work for spastics in Scotland, 
which began in 1948 with a 
smail group ‘rich in enthus- 
iasm and sympathy, buf poor 
in the snews of war to fight 
against comparative ignorance 
and apathy in high places.’ 
Yoday the Council provided 
education, residential care, 
work opportunities, and = a 
variety of therapy services for 
approximately one-fifth of 
Scotlands’s spastic children and 
adults so, said Mr Pollock 
with a nice line in undersiate- 
ment, ‘I think we can claim to 
have been reasonably success- 
ful.’ 


THE big day in The Spastics Society’s year —the annual general meeting. The main hall 
at the Royal College of Surgeons of England, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, was packed 
with delegates from all over the country. Our AGM repost begins on this page and con- 
tinues on pages 6, 7 and 8. 


Funds eroded by rising 
and inflation 


costs 


AGAINST the background 
of the Society’s net defici- 
ency for the financial year 
of £759,000, there was 
little comfort for delegates 
at the AGM frem_ the 


Society’s hon treasurer Mr 
lorwerth Thomas. 

He explained that investment 
holdings were down almost 
£500,000 on the year, and net 
assets overall down by 
£193,000. The continuing need 
to disinvest Was worrying. 

On the Society’s deficit, Mr 
Thomas said: ‘Despite in- 
creases in the general fevel of 
income, including fees, the 
costs incurred in carrying out 
the Society’s work has out- 
stripped them, and inflation 
continues unabated. It is much 
to be hoped that Jocal auithori- 
ties, faced with cuts in central 
government aid, will till be 
able to continue to use ser- 
vices offered by the Society, 
for once such a service is 
allowed to weaken it becomes 
most difficult fo revive in a 
hostile climate.’ 

Mr Thomas spoke of the 
Society’s dependence on the 
Spastics Pool. “The Poot has 
once more come to our aid to 
the extent of some £1,184,000. 
But this is a declining income 
source and it has been earned 
in an uncertain statutory atmo- 
sphere. One of the biggest con- 
tributions of government to 
the Society, and similar chari- 
ties, would be to take 1 positive 
practical view of the present 
legislation on this most vital 
income source.’ 

Summarising the financial 
situation, Mr Thomas said: 
‘Unless the Society earns a 
considerable source of income 
and its centres are adequately 


FOAM 


MARKETING 


LTD 


Suppliers of fabricated 
flexible foam cushions 
to the upholstery trade 
and allied industries 


BOUGHTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


BOUGHTON, Nr OLLERTON, NOTTS 


TELEPHONE: MANSFIELD 860888 


supported by local authorities 
then it is quite clear that the 
scope of the Socicty’s opera- 
tions will have to be trinimed. 
One cannot keep disinvesiing 
indefinitely or using up assets, 
and a period of surplus-aimed 
budgets must be considered 
over the next few years to 
replenish depleted inyesiment 
funds.’ 

Voluntary groups were 
warned of the dangers of the 
same general lack of money at 


local levels. Mr Thomas 


advised: ‘Look again at your 
funding. Be very careful that 
any expenditure is wisely com- 
mitted and do not think that 


your locally — controlled 
Regional Funds will work 
miracles. There was a (time 


when it could make a major 
contribution to the local scene. 
Generally this is not so now. 
Do not commit capital unless 
the revenue is secure and use 
the adyice readily available to 
you from the Society’s head- 
quarters.’ 


SPASTICS NEWS § 


Dorrien 
Belson 
re-elected 
Chairman 


MR Dorrien Belson was 
re-elected Chairman of 
The Spastics Society’s 
Executive Council at the 
AGM. He has held the 
office since November, 
1973. 


Mr Belson is the 
parent of a spastic son 
and first became actively 
involved with the volun- 
tary movement to aid 
spastic people through 
his wife’s efforts to start 
a local group in Bath. 


When he moved from 
Bath to London, he 
became deeply involved 
with the work of the 
national Society. He was 
first a committee mem- 
ber, then an Executive 
Council member and 
then Hon “Treasurer 
before taking over as 
Chairman. 

The Society’s new 
Hon Treasurer is Mr 
William A. Burn, who 
is a retired accountant. 
He has a spastic son. 

Mr Burn has been a 
member of the Society’s 
Executive Council since 
1959, and was Chairman 
of the Executive Council 
between 1966 and 1973. 
He was previously Hon 
Treasurer from 1960 to 
1966. 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging — used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with a drop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 


Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked, »’ 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. pce, 


Robinson’®& Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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The Society’s Executive Council 


THE Spastics Society's 
Executive Council, 
photographed together 
just after the election 
at the AGM. 


Standing back row are: 
Chairman, Mr Dorrien Bel- 
son; Mr H. G. Chappell: 
Mr I. M. Thomas. Seated 
centre: Mr W. Huddleston: 
Mr Alex Moira, Vice- 
Chairman: Mrs C. E. 
Williams; Mrs E. . M. 
Milnes; Dr Millicent 
Regan; Dr Ronald Firman. 
In the front row: Mrs 
Joyce Smith, Vice-Chair- 
man; Mr Ian Dawson- 
Shepherd; Mr P. P. Rigby: 
Miss Valerie Lang: Mr 
D. J. Ashcroft; Mr W. A. 
Burn, Hon Treasurer. 


‘Little change’ Executive election— but 


MISS Valerie Lang, a Lon- 
don librarian and an out- 
spoken campaigner on 
behalf of her fellow handi- 
capped people, has won a 
seat on The _ Spastics 
Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil. Eight candidates stood 
for the five available vacan- 
cies, but Miss Lang is the 
only new face on the coun- 
cil as the four other seats 
were retained by retiring 
members who successfully 
offered themselves for re- 
election. A third of the 


~~ 


Alittle independence 
goes along v 


Freedom means alot to adisabled 
child. The Malden Monarch from 
= Malden Care brings freedom 

through increased mobility. 


- For further 
details contact 


579 Kingston Road, Raynes Park, London SW2 


success for Valerie Lang 


15-strong Council retires by 
rotation every year. 


Miss Lang, a member of the 
North London Spastics Asso- 
ciation, has been a member of 
the Society’s Resources Com- 
mittee since 1976, and is vice- 
chairman of its Services sub- 
committee. She is also chair- 
man of the Consultative Group, 
a Samaritan Fund trustee, and 
is involved with the working 
party on special needs of 


handicapped adolescents. 


Educated at St Margaret's 
School, Croydon, she obtained 
a BSs(Econ) and vost graduate 
diploma in librarianship at 
London University. She is a 
member and was variously 
committee secretary and 
lonorary secretary of the 
Association of “62 Clubs be- 
tween 1971 and 1975. 

Miss Lang is on the com- 
mittee of the Upbill Ski Club, 


joystick. 


CARE 


A Division of Malden Electronics Limited 


Telephone: 01-543 0077. Telex: 262284 Ref. 2272 


Designed for children who benefit 
most from anormal sitting position, 
the Malden Monarch is powered 

by two batteries and operated by 

means of a simple light-action 


Suitable for indoor and outdoor 

use, it is rugged and safe and can 
negotiate rough ground and kerbs 
of up to 2” without difficulty. 


Designed in sporting red 
Glass fibre, the Malden 
Monarch helps the dis- 


abled child get around 
by himself and play 
with his friends. 
Think what a differ- 
ence that could 
make to his life! 


0 8SD, England 
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is a member of the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy Society 
and has represented either the 
62 Clubs or The Spastics 
Society at three international 
conferences. She is herself 
cerebral palsied. 


Also elected were: 


Mr Ian Dawson-Shepherd, 
a civil servant who has a 


spastic daughter, is a founder 
member of the Society, was 
its first chairman, and has 
been a member of the Exccu- 
tive Council since 1973. He is 
a member of the Public Rela- 
tions 
Raising Comunittee. 

He is also on the Koard of 
Governors of Guy’s Hospital 
Medical School, and Lendon 
University representative on 
medical selection panels. 

Mr Alexandra Moira, a 
retired architect, of Dorset, was 
also re-clected a vice-chairman 
of the Society in addition to 
his success in the Council 
election. 


Mr Moira, who has a spastic 
daughter, was one of the four 
founder members «f the 
Society in 1952, and has been 
a member of its Executive 
body ever since. 

During his 27 years of 
voluntary service to the handi- 
capped he has served on most 
of the Society’s committees 
and is an ex-officio member of 
every committee anpointed by 
the executive. 

He has been vice-chairman 
of the Executive Council since 
1960 and is an clected member 
of the Management Board and 
chairman of the Resources 
Committee. He is a trustee of 
Friends of Spasties League, a 
trustee of Charity Cards and a 


trustee of the Sembal Trust, 
chairman of the Habinteg 
Housing Association and a 


member of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Socicty. 


Mrs Joyce Smith, a tireless 
worker for the disabled, was 
also re-elected a vice-chairman 
after retaining ber Executive 
Council seat. 

Mrs Smith, a magistrate, 
who lives in Wiltshire, has 
served on the Council since 
1971, and has been a vice- 
chairman since 1974. She is 
2a member of the Management 
Board, Resources Committee 
and chairman of the Public 
Relations and Pund-Raising 


Committee and Fund- | 


Committee. She ts also a 
member of the Services sub- 
committee. 

She is chairman of ihe West 
Regional Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee and a member of Wilt- 
shire County Council, scrving 
as vice-chairman of the Educa- 
sion committee and chairman 
of the Special Education Com- 
mittee. 

Mrs Smith is chairman of 
governors of a secondary 
school and governor of 
Southampton University. Con- 
nected with a number of 
welfare organisations for the 
disabled and elderly, she is 
also a member of the District 
Council Management and 
Planning Committee, a mem- 
ber of Habinteg Housing 
Association, and jis on the 
Salisbury Community Health 
Council. 


Posies ee | 
Mr Torwerth Thomas a War- 
ringfon civil enginecr, and 


father of a spastic child, is a 
member of the Management 
Board, chairman of the 
Finance |Committee, and ex- 
chairman of the North West 
Regional Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee. He was chairman of 
the Urmston and District 
Spastics Group for 12 years 
up to 1977 and continues as a 
member of the local group 
committee. 


Caring 


or 
carping 
future? 


LORD Parry. President of 
the Wales Council for 
Spastics, referred in his 
address to the economic 
changes which Western 
democracy had undergone. 
No government of Britain 
would ever again be able 
to provide monies of the 
sort that we have come to 
take for granted to subsi- 
dise services, he said, and 
went on to ask some 
crucial questions. 

Are we going to say you can 
only have a caring society 
when a great deal of govern- 
ment money is available, he 
asked. Or are we going to 
become a carping society in- 
creasingly grumbling because 
we are not able to ha*e sums 
of money from central] or local 
government that we have come 
to consider as our right? 

The ‘Save a Baby’ cam- 
paign, said Lord Parry, would 
grow because it was well 
founded. It was altruistic and 
valuable on the ethical side 
and also valuable economic- 
ally and politically. 

“We must stand our ground, 
we must argue our case. but it 
must be certain that we are 
not just crying for the moon 
and carping for more,’ declared 
Lord Parry. 

It was the intercommunica- 
tion of ideas and facts and 
figures that would iead us back 
from a carping to a caring 
society, argued Lord Parry. 
We were putting a responsible 
case for the emphasis of spend- 
ing to be placed in aa area 
where it would do most gocd— 
in saving the children of the 
future from being born the 
spastics of the future. 


CARRYING 


WHEELCHAIR 


FROM 


£285 


USED BY» MOST 
AMBULANCE SERVICES 
AND MANY SOCIAL 
SERVICE REGIONS 


STRONG TUBULAR STEEL 
FRAME (FINISHED IN 
NYLON FOR DURABILITY) 


FOLDS FLAT FOR 
STORAGE 


ERECTED IN JUST ONE 
SECOND 


The Oswell Mobile Ambulance Chair is ideal:— 


—IN THE HOME 


— FOR EMERGENCY EVACUATION 
(HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, ENC) 


— FOR TAKING THE OLD AND UNWELL UP 
AND DOWN STAIRS, ETC, ETC, 


For full details and illustrated brochure contact: 


HOSPITAL AIDS LTD 
MIDDLE MARCH 


DAVENTRY 


NORTHANTS 


Telephone: Daventry (STD 03272) 71711 or 71720 
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FOUR of the Society’s senior regional officers pictured 


during the lunch break at the AGM. From left: Judi 
; : th 
Barnett, London Region; Mike Venables, Midlands: 


Charmian Mould, West; and Cyril Cattell, East Region. 


MR J. O'CONNELL of the Wigan and District Spastics 
Society with Commander Archie Cameron, Director of 
the Scottish Council for Spastics. 


RD 3 ; 
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MRS ALICE Rowland of 


Lively question time 


QUESTION time from the 
floor to the Socicty’s panel of 
experts at this year’s AGM 
was as lively a session as ever, 
covering a wide 
varicty of issues raised by 


ranging 


group members. 

Gencral applause’ greeted 
Mr Bentley of the Midlands 
Spastics Association wher he 
asked was it not time to shift 
emphasis to the adult?) Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, Direc- 
for of Resources, cormented 


in reply that in fact the 
Society did spend more money 
on adult-provision, but he took 
Mr Bentley’s point concerning 
consultation which was not 
always an easy procedure. Ms 
Valeric Lang, replying in her 
role of newly clected member 
of the Executive Council, said 
she looked forward to the time 
when the voice of the young 
handicapped person would be 
an integral part of planning 
procedure, a remark which 
won a further round = of 
applause. Answering Mr 
Bentley’s point about integrat- 
ing spastics into society, Mr 


Lancaster-Gaye as well as Mr 
Alex Moira, a vice-chairman 
of the Society, quoted the 
example of pilot work done by 
the Society such as the Milton 
Keynes housing project, which 
was based on consultations 
with Society residents. 

A tremendous job Jay ahead 
for the groups in communicat- 
ing with local authoriiies, Mr 
Moira told Mrs Brenton of 
the Plymouth and SY Deyon 
group who was concerned 
about the future continuation 
of local groups. Relationships 
between groups and _ local 
authorities had improved year 
by year over the past 19 years, 
said Mr Tony Frank, Assistant 
Director, Regions, who added 
that their role was no less 
exciting and exacting as when 
they first started. It was largely 
as a result of the work of 
societies and groups that 2 
wide range of services, such as 
assessment clinics, playgroups, 
ete, were now provided. It 
may be time now for some 
groups to turn to an enabling 
role, and some had already 
set up information services fo 
help parents who were 
bewildered by the variety of 


benefits available.. Another 
role for groups was 19 high- 
light inadequate provision, and 
to provide extra amenities to 
bring services up to standard. 

Mr Frank said that the child 
population in subnormality 
hospitals was dwindling, but 
there were still adults needing 
help and care, and surely local 
groups could contribute here? 

In answer to the inquiry 
from Mr Ffoulkes (Chesierfield 
and District Spastics Society) 
concerning services for severely 
handicapped young people 
who were also” mentally 
retarded, Miss Margaret Mor- 
gan, Controller of Personal 
Social Services, advised groups 
to ask their local sccial ser- 
vices departments what they 
were planning for this group. 
because they were vulnerable 
people and it was important 
they received  apprepriate 
services. 

Outlining Spastics Society 
provision, Mr Richard Grey, 
Controller of Schools and 
Centres, told members about 
the unit at the Douglas Arter 
Centre in Salisbury with its 24 
day and cight — residential 
places, 


Jonsport trolley 


Tripp-Trapp chair 


MEADJESS LTD 
Radley Road 
industrial Estate 
Abingdon, Oxon 
(0235) 21307/28120 


MRS JOYCE Smith was re-elec 
Council and also as a vice-chairman of the Society 
at the AGM. She’s pictured left with journalist Kay 
Christiansen, the Society’s Head of Information. 


the Aberconwy Group 
exchanges a few friendly words with Mr VY. G. Lawrence, 
Secretary of the Leicester and District Spastics Society. 
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ted to the Executive THE lunchtime break provided an opportunity for 
teacher talk amongst members of The Spastics Seciety 
educational staff. Pictured are Mrs Maureen Fowler, 
head of Craig y Pare School; Mrs Betty Adams, educa- 
tion officer and Mrs Rita Hyam,; head of Meldreth 


Manor. 


we 


A MEETING at the AGM for two staunch volunteers 
from the West Country, Mrs Rachel Brenton of the 
Plymouth and South West Devon Spastics and Mrs Kay 
Vranch, of the Devon and Exeter Society. 


PIONEERS, 
PRODUCERS 
AND 
WORLD LEADERS! 


See our full range of world famous 
products for the successful prevention of pressure 
sores- at Naidex’79, stands 135/136 - or write for 
further information and list of stockists to: 

Colin Coutts 


Unique products for better health 
SPENCO MEDICAL (UK) ETD. 


Tanvard Lane, Steyning, West Sussex, England BN4 3RJ 
‘Telephone: Steyning (0903) 813407 ‘Telex 877183 


A wholly owned subsidiary of Spenco Medical Corporation Waco, Texas, U.S.A, 
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1S cent 


GROUP members who ees in the counting of the votes included Mr J. H. Gamble from fe agatoke and 


District Spastics Society; 


Mrs Betty Bowen from Colwyn Bay and District; Mr M. J. H. Sayers from Goole 


and District; Mr F. A. R. Brusby from Pontefract and District; Mrs I. E. Davies from Pontypridd and District 
and Mrs D. Till from Worthing, Littlehampton and District Spastics Society. 


AGM: The Chairman’s appeal 


Continued from Page 5 


cial help to the groups. But 
such funds have cash limits. 
too. The message I must give 
you, therefore, is that each 
individual group must raise 
more money to provide for 
both present services and any 
services or projects it plans 
for the future .. . just as the 
Society itself must do so.’ 

Mr Belson said that the past 
year had been one of the most 
eventful in the Society’s his- 
tory. The Executive Council 
has been mainly concerned 
with the continuation of the 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign; with 
sustaining pressure on govern- 
ment to improve the maternity 
services; and with the ever- 
increasing problems of frying 
to use resources to the best 
advantage of those for whom 
the Society was founded. 

The campaign was born in 
the belief that the incidence 
of death and handicap suf- 


fered by Britain’s babies could 
be drastically reduced, and Mr 
Belson detailed the progress 
of the campaign so far. The 
second phase has been mainly 
concerned with care before 
birth and the Society had 
urged that every effort should 
be made to encourage women 
to receive early antenatal care 
and that action must be taken 
to improve the quality of care 
The Society had also urged the 
government to improve ser- 
vices for mothers and babies. 


‘This year has also seen a 
change to a government com- 


mitted to cut-backs in public 
spending. How then can they 
be persuaded to improve our 
country’s maternity services? 
They have surely only to look 
at the enormous cost of handi- 
cap to the community to see 
that it is sound economic 
sense to spend more on creat- 
ing conditions in which the 
incidence of handicap can be 


substantially reduced, in order 


to avoid the much larger and 
ever-increasing sums needed 
to cater for the haudicapped.’ 


Mr Belson said that while 
the Society had been greatly 
concerned with the problem of 
needless handicap, it had not 
been deflected in any way from 
a continuing commitment to 
the welfare of spastic men, 
women and children in this 
country, and he detailed some 
of the improvements that had 
been made at centres, and the 
Ways in which handicapped 
people had been helped to 
integrate into the community. 


Other points from the Chair- 
man’s speech... 


Volunteers: ‘It is always 
encouraging to note the farge 
number of people of all ages 
who are prepared year after 
year to devote some of their 
time to helping in the work of 
the Society in a purely yolun- 
tary capacity. £ sometimes 


©: Nine chorbrackets 
for handrails 


in low maintenance anodised aluminium 


Reliable Steel bolt, 
concealed in-depth fixing 


to concrete, 


brick and insulating concrete. 


Won’t shake loose, 


Where relrabbilty 
of fixing is VITAL 


; » ay nchorall 


Grab Handles 


Public Areas, Hospitals, 
Sheltered Accommodation. 


“il 
PARTITION FIXING 


i 
BRICK /CONCRETE OR 


For full details : 


Albert Marston & Co Ltd 


AERATED CONCRETE 


minimises 
Vandalism. 


Hospitals, Offices, Flats, 


Public Buildings. 


Sheltered Accommodation. 


Wellington Works, Planetary Road, Willenhall, West Midlands WY13 3ST, Tel: (0902) 736511 


wonder if the Society ever 
really succeeds in expressing 
its thanks to them for their 


efforts. Although there are 
those — the vast majority, I 
suspect, who seek neither 


thanks nor recognition If 
would say now that the Society 
could not continue without you 
and that we do indeed appre- 


ciate all you have done — are 
still doing.’ 
Education: ‘The Society has 


been concerned at the decreas- 
ing number of children attend- 
ing its residential schools. 
This may be partly due to the 
Warnock Report an dits recom- 
mendation that wherever pos- 
sible handicapped children 
should be educated in norma! 
schools. However good this 
idea may be, We are convinced 
that there will always be a need 
for special residential schools 
for the education of some 
severely handicapped children. 

“While demand is decreasing 
in this sphere, the need for 
further education facilities for 
handicapped adolescents is 
increasing. There is no doubt 
that enormous benefits accrue 
for handicapped school leavers 
if they are able to btave a 
further year or two learning 
the specialised skills they need 
to enter adult life.’ 

The future: ‘The United 
Nations has formally declared 
1981 as the International Year 
for the Disabled. The objec- 
tives of this year include help 
to disabled people in their 
physical and _ psychologolical 
adjustment, the promotion of 
proper assistance, training, care 
and guidance, the encourage- 
ment of research and study 
projects, public education and 
ithe promotion of measures in 
support of the prevention of 
handicap. 

‘Such a 
effort on 


concentration of 
behalf of the dis- 
abled throughout the world 
could bring immeasurable 
benefits and the Society intends 
to participate actively. Plans 
are now being formulated at 
headquarters and it is Loped 
that local groups will take full 
advantage of this important 
year to further their work in 
improving the lives of handi- 
capped people in 
communities.’ 


their own 


NOVEMBER 


THE Society’ s Director James Loring Tae with his 
wife Anita, both obviously enjoying the AGM. Mr Loring 
is also President of the International Cerebral Palsy 
Society, and Mrs Loring is ICPS Secretary. 


THERE was a warm wel- 
come at the pre-AGM 
reception from Executive 
Council member Mr Ian 
Dawson-Shepherd and his 
daughter Rosemary for a 
visitor from half a world 
away — Senora Gloria 
Piccone de Heller, Presi- 
denta of the Associacion 
Grupo <Acuario, which 
helps mentally —handi- 
capped spastics children in 
Lima, Peru. 

Senora Heller has two 
severely handicapped 
grown-up daughters back 
in Peru, while her eldest 
daughter Gloriana (left), 
who works in London at 
the Peruvian Embassy, 
acted as interpreter during 
her mother’s visit to Spas- 
tics Society centres. But 
none of the gréup mem- 


bers who met Senora 
Heller needed an _ inter- 
preter to appreciate her 
fund - raising message. 
‘Multi enthusiasmo’ 


declared Senora Heller, 
and everyone agreed. 


Loss for 
southampton 


MRS Marjorie Clayton, officer 
in charge of the Southampton 
Family Help Unit, has died 
suddenly at the age of 58, She 
successfully recovered from an 
operation for cancer two years 
earlier, and was in good health 
when she suffered a stroke 
from which she never regained 
consciousness. 


Mrs Clayton had 
charge of the unit for four 
years and prior to that had 
been the sister. She 


been in 


relief 
leaves two sons, Robert aged 
21, and Malcolm 20, and a 
spastic adopted daughter, 
aged 16. Mrs Clayton 
widow, her 
died 


Sharon, 


was a husband 


having pre- 


two years 
viously. 
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Christy's 
triumph 


4 THIS month we continue the absorbing, 
_ polgnant and dramatic story of Christy 

Nolan, the spastic boy who could have 
_ been written off as a vegetable — until a 
_ wonder drug helped reveal that his crippled 
_ body contained the spirit of genius. Last 

month’s issue concentrated on Christy’s 
successful integration into an ordinary 
_ Dublin comprehensive school., Now, for the 

first time in detail, Spastics News tells the 


story of Christy 
gifts. 


_ After 


and his amazing literary 


11 years 


_ =the dramatic 
— breakthrough 


Ba at 


LETTER dated 
August 11, 1977, marks 
the breakthrough of 
Christy Nolan. 
Before that there 
had been 11 long years 
when he could only 
‘ommunicate by grunts 
and the look in_ his 
eyes. Unlike many 
mothers, Mrs Nolan 
was prepared for her 
son to be handicapped 
because of his asphyxi- 
ation at birth. Each 
time she visited the 
Central Remedial 
Clinic in Dublin with 
him she would give 
the same report: 
Physically — no pro- 
gress; intellectually — 
perfect.’ 


The family moved from 
heir country farm to a 
house near the clinic. And 
from time to time, Christy’s 
father Joseph recalls, there 
ould be hope of a break- 
through, such as Christy 
would walk, but always it 
ame to nothing. They 
ried getting him to use a 


typewriter ‘But,’ says Mrs 
Nolan, ‘I had given up. 
Watching him at the type- 
writer and getting in a most 
desperate state was too 
much and I put it away.’ 

It was a drug that made 
the difference to Christy as 
Dx Keiran Barry, of the 
Central Remedial Clinic, 
Dublin, explained: ‘Liore- 
sal is quite a well-known 
drug and it was prescribed 
purely to make nursing 
easier—it is an anti-spastic 
drug We gradually buit up 
from homeopathic doses of 
4 tablet three times a day 
till we got to 2 Ltablets a 
day and Christy started 
pouring forth all that was 
stored in his head. We all 
knew he was bright, we had 
known him since he was a 
tiny baby but we had never 
expected this. It was an 
extraordinary thing to hap- 
pen.” 

When the dosage was 
found to relax Christy’s 
spasms it was suggested 
that he tried typing again. 
He refused. The next week 
at the clinic they asked him 
how he had got on. His 
mother would not help him 
out and he had to confess 
by grunts and abashed 
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@ THE touch that tells all — Bernadette Nolan cradles 
Christy’s chin in the gentle support that has enabled him 
to type out the words of his brilliant poetry and prose. 
He presses the keys with the pointer strapped to his 


head. 


looks that he had not 
tried. 

Back home Mrs Nolan 
asked him to try again and 
he agreed to write a letter 
to his Aunt Kathieen. 
Supporting his chin with 
her hand, Mrs Nolan 
guided his typing and 
slowly Christy began a 
letter  indistinguishable 
from that of any 11-year- 
old. The first few phrases 
are totally ordinary but 
could still be considered 
special since it was the 
first proof that Christy was 
intelligent. Then Mrs 
Nolan suddenly felt that 
she should let Christy 
type what he wanted. As 
the words appeared at huge 
effort she felt a tremor of 
fear rum down her spine. 

Dear Aunt Kathleen. 

Hope you are well. The 
school has closed for 
holidays. How is Uncle 
Joe and Pat Curly. I 
spent a lovely holiday in 
Clare. I enjoyed myself 
very much. One day we 
went to visit a lovely 
cave. It was called 
Ailwee Cave there was a 
bear found embedded iu 
the rock it had been 
there at least one thous- 
and six hundred years. 
ELECTRIC LIGHTS 
LIT THE CAVE IN 
BLUE AND RED AND 
REFLECTED IN THE 
STALAGMITES AND 
STALACTITES GIV- 
ING A LOVELY 
FAIRY LIKE EFFECT 
TO THE WORK OF 
NATURE. It is wonder- 
ful to be able to write to 
you love Christy. 

Mrs Nolan was electri- 
fied. She hugged Christy 
until, unable to contain 
herself she rushed outside 
to tell a neighbour. ‘Look, 
look at the letter my little 
boy’s just written.” The 
neighbour was new and 
although she knew Mrs 
Nolan’s boy was handi- 
capped had no idea of what 
this meant. She replied how 
nice it was and went on to 
talk about her family. 
Inside the kitchen Christy’s 
heart was thumping so 
much that spasms threat- 
ened fo throw him out of 
his chair. He felt as if his 
heart would break, at last, 
he last he could communi- 
cate and here was _ his 


+ 
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CHRISTY says this poem is meant to describe him- 


mother outside chatting to 
a neighbour. He told her 
afterwards that he would 
never, never forgive her for 
leaving him at the greatest 
moment of his life. 

Since then Chrisfy has 
gone on to produce prose 
and poetiy which has quite 
literally stunned people. 
His surrealistic style and 
massive vocabulary seems 
scarcely believable. It 
baffles his father. ‘People 
say he must get his words 

Continued on Page 10 


self to others. He writes: ‘My mam and’ dad 
understood my lonely, lost life as no one else 


could.’ 


DAD AND MAM 


Light and fair and lazy, 


Permanent, tested, passin(z, 

AH established, all calamity, 
AH zealous. all landed, 

All swearing, all dazzling, 

Ail beastly deadly smothcring, 
All affected, 

Pall, peasant sad dear sprees, 
All not allowed to fermenit, 


All because of dad and mam. 
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Will 


other shopping 


centres please copy? 


SUE Yelland is a spastic, 
husband John a polio vic- 
tim, and shopping with two 
lively children, three-year- 
old Sally and Matthew, 
eight months, has been 
hard work in the pasf. 
Now shopping is no longer 
a nightmare for the Yel- 
land family from Milton 
Keynes, thanks to an 
imaginative scheme which 
provides the use of free 
battery - operated wheel- 
chairs for use in the shop- 
ping complex. 

The new £40m covered 
shopping complex in Mil- 
ton Keynes, the newest 
and Jargest in Europe, was 
opened by Prime Minister 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher in 


October and was designed 
with access for the dis- 
abled very much in mind. 
There are wide aisles and 
check-outs specially in- 
tended for wheelchairs. 

The ‘Shopmo bility’ 
scheme consists of 12 bat- 
tery - operated wheelchairs, 
some provided by ihe 
shops themseives, others 
by local businessmen and 
charities. The chairs are 
bookable in advance on a 
24-hour answerphone ser- 
vice. 

The scheme is pioving 
so successful that disabled 
people are driving for up 
to one and a half hours in 
order to do their shopping 
at the centre. 
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Qur bravest chile 


JUST one month still to go before the final closing 
date on Saturday, December 1, and nominations 
for The Spastics Society’s 1979 Achievement Award 
are already coming in from parents, relatives and 
professional care staff, anyone in fact who knows 
of a child who might be eligible. 

The International Year of the Child made 


1979 particularly 


appropriate for 


the annual 


Achievement Award to focus on children, and the 
citation reads ... ‘tor the bravest or most out- 
standing effort or achievement in any field by child- 
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Christy's triumph. 


Continued from Page 9 


from radio and television 
but I never hear the words 
he uses coming from the 
TV set. His mother 
laughs and_says: ‘I should 
be a genius at English 
when I finish with him’ and 
half-seriously ‘One day I 
would like to write a book 
simply to show how Cil- 
ferent our styles are.’ 


Ordeal 


From time to time 
people find it impossible to 
equate the writing they 
read with the child ia the 
wheelchair. Mrs Nolan 
says nothing but sets up 
the typewriter, and Christy 
sets to work. ‘And [ can 
tell you that when they see 
what they have made the 
child do—what an ordeal 
it is for him — ail that 
effort just to give them 
prooi, they go away shat- 
tered and very, very 
ashamed.’ 


Details from: 


How many hours a day do you 


spend in your wheelchair ? 
Why not spend them in 
the relaxing comfort 


of the 
PED Recliner? 


At home, in the office or on holiday, the PED Recliner 
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armchair comfort without loss of mobility 


PAYNE ENGINEERING 
DEVELOPMENTS 


Long Dean, Nr Chippenham, Wilts 
Telephone (STD 0249) 782354 


Recommended by the Bath Institute of Medical Engineering 
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On a bad day, Christy 
might only be able to pro- 
duce five words, on a good 
one 30, and on one never 
to be forgotten occasion, 
260. ‘We worked irom 
11.30 in the morning till 
9.30 at night .with just 
breaks for meals and If can 
tell you we were exhausted, 
absolutely drained.” They 
have worked out a special 
code which Mrs Nolan has 
transcribed into a notebook 
just in case anything 
should happen to her. 
‘A’ is indicated when he 
looks straight into her face, 
for instance, and an ‘X’ by 
puckering up his lins in a 
kiss shape. If Mrs Nolan 
hasn’t caught the letter 
exactly and it is a ‘I’ he 
will glance at the tea-pot 
to give her a clue. And 
boldly underscored in the 
notebook are the words: 
‘AT NO TIME DO YOU 
HELP IN HIS THINK- 
ING.’ 


Awards 


Christy has won two 
literary awards in The 
Spastics Society’s annual 
literary competition, his 
autobiography “A Viaiamy 
Encomium’ is to be filmed 
by the BBC and is en route 
to a publisher’s but none 
of this is important to Mrs 
Nolan. 

‘Christy tells me that 
what he has written so far 
is just the tip of the ice- 
berg. He’s already writing 
his second book and work- 
ing on a play but I don’t 
give a damn whether his 
work is published or not. 


The only thing that 
matters is that he gets it 
out of himself. 

‘| don’t worry about the 
future — if you could haye 
seen Christy’s face when the 
breakthrough came you would 
have known that there was 
nothing to fear ever again. OF 
course it is exhausting but J 
would do anything, anything 
in my power to prevent cther 
Christys being put into. an 
institufion because their 
families believed nothing could 
be done for them. I know 
how near. I was missing it in 


Christy. 
Choice 


‘Once I asked him if he had 
been given the choice which he 
would rather, to have died at 
birth after his baptism and 
gone straight to Heaven to be 
one of the angels with voth- 
ing wrong with him or to be 
like he is, crippled ard in a 
wheelchair for the rest of his 
life, and he said “Whecichair’. 

In one of his pieces Christy 
wrote: ‘People asked me for a 


reason. for living as dogs 
leaped across my _ paralysed 
limbs and sadly I said do 


not ask for food from a stary- 
ing man.’ 

Mrs Nolan has collected all 
his works in an album and 
between the writings, that some 
have likened to James Joyce 
and others to W. B. Yeats, are 
letters and notes typical of a 
boy of his age. 

If Christy had not been 
born handicapped what would 
he be doing is a question that 
Mrs Nolan has put to Christy. 
He pointed out into the gar- 
den where a chimney iowers 
over a shed and said: ‘T 
wouldn’t be stuck at a type- 
writer — Vd be climbing up 
that.’ 


Liz Cook 
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ren 
ren who have been handicapped since birth or who 
have suffered handicap by the age of five years” | 
The first prize is £250, plus a silver cup which 5 
the winning child can keep; second prize is£50and = = 
the third prize £25. All finalists will be presented 
with an inscribed medal. 
Nominated children should be between the — 
ages of five-16, and suffering from any handicap. 
Nomination forms are available from Mrs — 
Nina Heycock, 27/33 Harrington Gardens, London 
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Obituary — 
Le adin: 
members 


of SOS | 


THE Stars Organisation 
for Spastics has been sad- 
dened by the recent deaths 
of two leading memb 

Norrie Paramour had 
a long standing member | 
SOS and was on the Ma 
ment Committee of Wakes H 
Residential Centre for t 
years. He was a noted mi 
director in the world of ent 
tainment. Mrs _ Sheila ~ 
storne, SOS Director, 
‘He was particularly helpf: 
the SOS when it came to 
annual carol concert, pr 
ing special arrangements — 
the artists taking part. | 
death came as a great sh 


Leslie Grade was hon 
treasurer to SOS 4urin 
years of greatest expan 
The Countess of West 
land, SOS~ president at ¢ 
time, said in tribute: ‘I 
so much of his time ¢ 
when it was needed. hk: 
more, his advice and 
moral support which 
something for which we will 
always be grateful.’ : 

Mrs Rawstorne said tix 
Grade_ was_ tremend 
generous and it is estim 
that Mr Grade raised £500 
both through personal d 
tions and by his efforts 
fund raiser for SOS. 

Mrs Rawstorne said: 
has lost two of its most 
and conscientious mef 
and we are all very sad 
at the deaths. Our sym 
goes out to their familie: 
this time.’ 5 
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OFFERS 
AND WANTS 


ONE Broughton Electric 
Hand Dryer, little used 
since its installation eight 
years ago and now surplus 
to requirements. Free to 
any Spastics Society group 
or unit — or any offer 
gratefully accepted. Con- 
tact Margaret Cresswell, 
Head of East Anglia 
Family Help Unit, Shakers 
Lane, Bury St Edmonds, 
Suffolk, 1P32 7BN, phone 
0284 3957. 

ea 

FOR sale, Braune Batri- 
car, complete hood. 
wheeled shopper. Today’s 
price £870. Vixtually new 
£706 ono. — Tel Lincoln 
50619. All inquiries after 
November 12. 

Eas 

MICHAEL Churchill is a 20- 
year-old at the Snnderland 
Spastics Centre who is ‘ooking 
for a pen friend. Slim and 
dark haired with blue eyes, 
Michael enjoys a wide range 
of sporting activities including 
swimming, darts and table 
tennis. He is also a_ keen 
supporter of Sunderland foot- 
ball team, never missing a 
match and plays both football 
and cricket at the centre. 
Michael cannot use his left 
hand but can get around. His 
address is 58 Gravesend Road, 
Grindon, Sunderland, fyne and 
Wear. 
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EVEREST and Jennings Limi- 
ted, of Corby, Northants, 
announces that its self-pro- 
pelied wheelchairs are now 
available on prescription from 
the Department of Heatth . nd 
Social Security for cases of 


special need. The manufac- 
turing facility in Corby has 
been doubled in size and 


John Parkins, Sales Manager, 
heads up the Marketing Divi- 
sion. 


TEN Spastics Society work 
centres entered in this 
year’s competition for the 
best working idea, and the 
first prize, worth £500, 
went to Abbots Langley 
work centre for its adapta- 
tion of a carton assembly 
system. The second prize, 
worth 300, was awarded to 
Crewe work centre which 
devised a ring for labelling 
tubes enabling the job to 
be done by one - handed 
workers. The third prize of 
£200 was won by Plymouth 
work centre for a powder 
filling machine. 

The Production Engineering 


Research Association offered a 
special prize of a place on any 
of its five-day residential 
courses, which will be taken 
up by the manager of the 
Sully work centre, where the 
workers planned their own 
store system. 

The Stafford Miller Organ- 
isation awarded the Pinner 
work centre £100 for the shop 
which is run in the centre by 
the workers themselves. 

The formal presentation of 
the Industries Award iook 
place at Abbots Langley work 
centre on Friday, October 19, 
When Marilyn Allen from the 
BBC ‘Does he take sugar?’ 
programme was present, 
recording interviews for a 
programme on October 27. 


TERRY Pope, manager of 
the Abbots Langley Work 
Centre, helds the Industries 
Award to Work Centres, 
the judging of which took 
place at Castle Priory Col- 


right, are: 


liaison 


lege, at the work centre 
managers’ conference. 
Pictured above, left to 
Mike Loseby, 
the Society’s work centres 
officer, 
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Awards for Society’s work centres 


Bright ideas to 
hoost production 


Groves of the Production 
Engineering Research 
Association, Terry Pope 
and Richard Gray, the 
Society's Controller of 


Leslie schools and centres. 


How Penny got plastered... 


A PLASTERED Penny Griffith, senior 
regional officer for The Spastics Society’s 
Region, puts her fundraising foot forward 
for fellow parachutists to autograph. But 
even a broken ankle, the result of her 
parachute jump the day before, didn’t stop 
Penny from turning up—on crutches of 
course—at her regional conference. 


The sponsored parachute jump, led by 
Peter Chambers, publican of the Six Bells, 
Newdigate, Surrey, raised £2,500 for a new 
minibus. for the SE Surrey Spastics Group. 
The new minibus has already taken a 
group of children on a holiday weekend. 

Ten people, including Penny, none of whom 
had ever parachuted before, took part in the 
jump after undergoing rigorous training at the 
Peterborough Parachute Centre. 

‘I was the only one to land right on target,’ 
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through one of five 
approved companies. 
We have 


existing trike owners. 


arranged a 
special finance plan with Lombard 
ine Central. With a minimum 

« deposit, up to 4 years to pay 
ee ie 10,000 free life cover (subject 
to certain conditions). 

This scheme is open to all 
Mobility Allowance recipients 
(including relatives of those not 
able to drive), as well as to Private 
Car Allowance holders, and to 


pto 


4 years to pay. 


BL offer a very attractive 
Mobility Scheme for the disabled. 

We'll sell any Mini, Maxi, 
Allegro, Marina, Princess, MG 
or Triumph model, to any 
holder of a Mobility Allow- 
discount on 


Bat 
r. 


Or write to: 


BL Distributors and Main 
Dealers, or any branch of 
Lombard North Central Limited, 


Mobility 


Scheme Department, BL Cars 


Ltd, Longbridge, Birmingham 
B31 2 TB, for price list anda 
complete information pack, 
including an authorisation form 
to allow you to proceed with the 


purchase at your BL dealer. 


Get the full details from all 


Mobility Scheme GO OE <n 


See our cars on Stand No. 118 at Naidex ‘79 


SN Noy 


says Penny. one to break 


an ankle.’ 


‘IT was also the only 


‘But it was a mindblowing experience — the 
serenity and quietness. It was a clear, sunny, 
windless day and you could see for niles. The 
time it takes from leaving the plane to touching 
the ground is under two minutes — a few 
wonderful seconds of floating dowawards 
through silent, still, sunny air with the world 
below you.’ 

Penny followed the rules for landing — legs 
slightly bent, knees, ankles and feet together, 
But somehow, as she put it, ‘the ground beat 
me to it.’ Nevertheless Penny got up on to one 
Ieg to wave the OK signal, and even managed 
to hop some of the distance back to base before 
a car picked her up and took her to Peter- 
borough Hospital to diagnose two breaks and 
a twisted knee. 

Says Penny: ‘It was worth every minute of if, 
muscle and bone. I can’t wait to do if again’ 

Picture by West Sussex County Times 


sophistleated n modifications The Pastirecae? Bed, finished in an 
attractive mushroom and chocolate colour, allows an infinite range of ® 
postural eee to be made by ree its simple pneumatic Ronn 


i Constitution St Street Edinburgh irgh EH6 7BG Tel 031-554 0591 Telex 727449 
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_ Every pilgrim | to Rome | dreams 
: of i meeting the Pope —sometimes 


Spending 
cuts bite 


Continued from Page 1 


Gathering intelligence is the 
first step in formulating alter- 
native strategies. 

‘We want to know more 
about how the cuts are alfect- 
ing cerebral palsied people, so 
that we can help !ocal groups 
take appropriate action,’ says 
Mr Tony Frank, the Society’s 
Assistant Director, Kcgions. 

Already trainees at Sherrards 
Industrial Training Centre at 
Welwyn, Herts, have been 
deprived of facilities for swim- 
ming because the county 
council has stopped heating the 
school pool which they used to 
borrow. And spastic children 
are being prevented from 
attending the Phoenix Centre 
at Farnborough Hospital 


because there are no a:nbu- 
lances available to transport 
them. The centre is run by 


Bromley area health authority 
but because the children 
receive a mixture of teaching 
and physiotherapy, they are 
not classed as a priority by 
the ambulance service and the 
education department will not 
accept responsibility for their 
transport. 

These are the typical every 
day examples of now the cuts 
are beginning to bite. The 
cumulative effect is immeasur- 
able on the quality of life for 
handicapped people, including 
children. 

The Spastics Society, through 
the senior regional officers, 
wants to monitor any reduction 
in facilities or services, and it 
is only with this information 
available that advice can be 
given on effective action. 

So ‘help us to help you’ is 
the message to local groups, 
according to Tony Frank and 
there is no time to wasie if 
discussions with tocal awihori- 
lies are to begin before deci- 
sions regarding priorities are 
made. 


Queen to 


see work of 


volunteers 


THE Queen will open a 
unique one day exhibition, 
‘Voluntary Organisations 
into the 80’s,, on Novem- 
ber 20 at the Royal Horti- 
cultural Society’s Old Hall, 


Vincent Square, London 
SWI. 

The Home Secretary, Mr 
William Whitelaw. will also 


visit the exhibition later in the 
day and deliver his first major 
speech to voluntary organisa- 
tions. 

The object of the exhibi- 
tion, which is organised by the 
national Council of Social 
Service, is to demonstrate to 
the public the contribution 
that voluntary organisations 
make in this couniry.. The 
Spastics Society will be one of 
the leading charities taking a 
stand at the fair and not only 
will there be a wide variety of 
literature and other material 
on display, but the Society 
will be showing films as 
well. 


Spastics News 
at Naidex 


@ Spastics News advertis- 
ing representative, Renee 


MeNeill is gallantly taking 


to ihe floor in a wheelchair, 
handing out copies of our 
paper to Naidex yisitors. 
‘I want as many people as 
possible to see Spastics 
News and this way I can 
carry plenty of copies, 
explained Mrs McNeill, who 
is in her 70s. 


Tragedy of baby 


Continued from Page 1 


Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford, 
intensive care nursery. Her 
twin brother, Stewart, was 
not so fortunate. When he 
desperately needed inten- 
sive care to keep - him 
breathing, there was, liter- 
ally, no room at the inn, 
and Stewart died. 

Says’ Mr James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society, ‘This situation is 
desperate and frightening. 
For 18 months, the Society 
has been waging a battle 
to improve maternity ser- 
vices and to save babies 
from needless death or 
handicap. Sufficient inten- 
sive care facilities for new- 
born infants is a sure way 
of doing this and it also 
makes economic sense. Car- 
ing for one severely handi- 
capped person from the age 


deaths 


of 16 to 65 costs at least 
£250,000, whereas, it costs 
£200,000 a year to run 
paediatric services in a 
large maternity hospital. 


‘If only one child a year 
is saved from severe handi- 
cap, the whole paediatric 
costs are justified. In the 
present climate of public 
spending cuts, the govern- 
ment could do well to 
examine their priorities and 
to practise cost effective 
spending. 

‘How much longer will 
we continue to allow the 
tragic and unnecessary loss 
of Britain’s babies before 
the government and health 
authorities put money into 
saving lives?’ 


iscrimination—are 


you suffering? 


IF you feel you ar2 being 
discriminated against 
because you are disabled 
CORAD wants to hear 
from you. CORAD is the 
new committee on restric- 
tions against disabled 
people which has grown 
out of the Silver Jubilee 
Committee on improving 
access for the disabled. 
CORAD’S chairinan is 


Peter Large and he is now 
asking people to contact him 


with their views and com- 
ments particularly if they 
themselves are disabled. He 


defines discrimination as ‘The 
unjustified withholding, 
whether intentional or not, of 
some service, facility or oppor- 
tunity from a disabled per- 
son because of that person’s 
disability.’ 


Other fields of discrimina- 
tion are education and employ- 
ment but, in addition, CORAD 
is interested in hearing of other 
possible areas such as the sale 
or letting of property, insur- 
ance, the membership of 
organisations, and publications 
either indicating or advocating 
discrimination. 

A comprehensive qwestion- 
naire has been produced coyer- 
ing the field of discrimina- 
tion which can be obtained 
from CORAD, Department of 
Health and Social Security, 
Alexander Fleming House; 
Elephant and Castle, London 
SE1 6BY. 


Two thousand copies of the 
questionnaire are being distri- 
buted throughout The Snastics 
Society. CORAD needs to 
have all the relevant details by 
January 31, 1980, at the 
latest. 


THE dream becomes a 
reality for five residents 
from  Spastics Society 
centres, and the camera 
catches the loving regard of 
Pope John Paul If for 
handicapped people. 


When the Pope greeted 
these three residents from 
Coombe Farm in Croydon 
(picture right), those few 
precious unforgettable 
moments in St  Peter’s 
Square, Rome, made the 
memory of a lifetime. 


The emotion was almost 
too much for Alice Mad- 
docks as Pope John Paul 
leant forward to touch the 
cheek of her fiance Peter 
Dubouis, while Vincent 
Humphries looks on. Alice, 
Peter and Vincent made 
the Pope a present of a 
canework tray made by 
themselves at Coombe 
Farm. 

Also in St Peter’s Square, 
the Pope had a very special 
message for Pamela Shan- 
ley and Adele Strong from 
Drummonds, pictured 
left. 


‘Tell all the handicapped 
people in England to pray 
for me because we pray 
for them every day,’ were 
his words, spoken in 
English to Pamela and 
Adele who have been close 
friends at Drummonds for 
21 years. The trip was a 

celebration of their long 
friendship over the years, 


although Adele only 
became a Catholic last 
year. 

The pilgrimages _for 


severely handicapped 
people are made possible 
by the Jumbulances pro- 
vided by the Across Trust. 


Firm helos women workers 


in Care 
SAFE delivery of a 
sound product—that’s 
one of the aims of 
industry for one go- 
ahead Scottish com- 
pany as far as _ its 
pregnant employees 
are concerned. 


Women who work for 
the Strathleven Bonded 
Warehouses during their 
pregnancy are to partici- 
pate in a special Care Be- 
fore Birth programme, as 
well as getiing a free pinta 
per day, as part of a pilot 
project involving The 
Spastics Society and the 
Argyll and Clyde Health 
Board. 

Dumbarton, where the 
two Strathleven company 
planis are situated, is a 
‘piack’ area, with higher 
than the national average 
number of babies dying 
between the 28th week of 
pregaancy and the first 
week of life. According to 


the Area Health Board one 
of the main reasons for 
this high rate of perinatal 
mortality is that local 
women do not make full 
use of the ante-natal facili- 
ties available. 

The Spastics Sscciety 
film ‘Feeling Special’, 
which highlighted what is 
wrong with  ante-natal 
clinics, showed that clinics 
all over Britain tend to 
pose problems for preg- 
nant women, such as in- 
convenient hours, long 
waiting times, lack of 
creche facilities and trans- 
port difficulties, all of 
which are obviously speci- 
ally relevant where work- 
ing women are concerned. 

The Strathleven Bonded 
Warehouses agreed to co- 
operate with The Spastics 
Society and the Area 
Health Board im a pro- 
gramme of educating ALL 
its female employees on 
the importance of Care 
Before Birth, with particu- 


Sharper teeth for Act? 


A NEW Bill which could give 
added strength to the Chronic- 
ally Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act 1970° is’ to* receive’. its 
second reading in the itouse on 
Friday, November 30. The 
Bill, which will be introduced 
by Mr Stanley Orme, MP, who 
won 13th place in the Private 
Members’ ballot, is a revival 
of an earlier Bill introduced by 


Mr Eddie Wainwright, MP, 
last February just prior to the 
General Election. 

Stanley Orme’s Bill would 
give more teeth to Section 2 
of the Act which is concerned 
with the actual provision of 
items and services, as well as 
with access, Considerable con- 
cern has been felt for some 
time that Section 2 was not 
enforceable in the courts. 


Sefore Birth’ scheme 


lar attention to nutrition, 
protection against German 
measles, smoking, etc. In- 
formation will be passed 
on by means of leaflets, 
posters and a lecture/film 
show. 

Incentives for pregnant em 
ployces include: paid time off 
for antenatal visits either fo 4 
woman’s own GP or to the 
hospital. Mothers-to-he call 
clock off five minutes carly 
to avoid the crush and they 
will also receive a free pint 
of milk a day. 

Female employees will be 
encouraged io inform the 


plant nurse of their preg 
nancy and confidentiality 1 
guaranteed. Meantime they 


will receive information abot 
their State maternity entitle 
ment, an explanation and 
lime-table of their pragnancys 
plus a simple explanation of 
medical terms. 
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